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adjudged upon the opinions and moral certainties of men be-
lieving themselves to be capable, honest and conscientious ....
Empirical and retrograde as it is, this new proposed legislation
would be no less demoralizing to the executive officers concerned,
I have not the least desire to speak disparagingly of executive
officers, most of whom, I have no doubt, are anxious to perform
their duties conscientiously and to the best of their ability. But it
would be idle to believe that they can be free from the biasses,
prejudices and defects of their class and position.
In support of his criticisms Pherozeshah cited the opinions of
several experienced officials who had the courage to recognize the
dangerous character of the proposed legislation. He wound up with
the observation that it was no doubt the first duty of a Government
to put down all attempts to disturb and break its authority, and the
British Government had the strength to do it, but that strength was
not always usefully employed in devising harsher and harsher
measures, and it showed at its best when it was tempered with
discrimination, tact and sympathy. The Maharaja of Durbhanga,
who followed next, was no less emphatic in his condemnation of the
measure, though his tone was less severe. He repudiated the necessity
of the Bill, and urged the Government not to adopt the Irish statutes
as their model. Criticism of this character, coming from one who
could not be regarded as a professional politician anxious for a little
cheap popularity, must have caused a great deal of embarrassment to
the Government' bloc.'
Then rose Sir James Westland, furious at the thought that aflfooe
should venture to speak so irreverently as Pherozesfaah had done to
the idols of the official hierarchy. Sacrilegiocts bands had been laid
on their fair name and reputation, and the RoaiKre Member felt
horrified at the idea. His petulant outburst, the echoes of which were
heard for a long time to come, may well be quoted in full;
As the first member of Your Excellency's Executive Cofiiaci!
who has an opportunity of speaking after extraordinary observa-
tions which have fallen from the Honourable Mr. Mehta,
to enter a protest against the new spirit which he has i